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nor did he follow Hi in; but afterwards, as I
said, attended Peter, who adapted his instruc-
tions to the needs of his hearers, but had no
design of giving a connected account of the
Lord's oracles (or discourses)."

Regarding the date of this testimon}^, there is
no dispute, but many critics deny that it refers
to our present Gospel of S. Mark. Our present
Gospel, they say, is the most orderly of the
three Synoptics, whereas the Gospel referred to
by the Elder is described as not recording in
order either the words or deeds of Christ.

There is a double answer to this argument of
the critics: in the first place, the difficulty they
point to is smaller than appears; in the second
place, their solution raises a greater difficulty
than it solves. The difficulty of identifying our
S. Mark with the Elder's S. Mark is simply
this: that the critics consider our Mark as
orderly in its arrangement, while the EJjier
considered his S. Mark as not " recording in
order." There is a difference of opinion, and
therefore the critics conclude there is a differ-
ence of subject. As though a Christian of the
first century and a critic of the nineteenth could
not disagree on a matter of taste !